
A Celebration of 
London's City Farms



London City Farms are educational green spaces that 
connect city people with farm animals, food production, gardening 
and the natural environment.

Together, our twelve city farms serve more than half a million 
Londoners every year. Each Farm is an independent charity that 
represents the character of its local community and offers services 
suited to its needs. We provide a unique resource for London's urban 
population to experience seasonal farming activities first hand.

We are community hubs that bring people of all backgrounds and 
ages together in shared experiences. We are spaces to visit, 
volunteer, learn, take part and have fun. 

We are all free to visit.



50 years of London City Farming
City Farms were originally set up in the 1970s on disused spaces in 
deprived inner city areas.  Kentish Town City Farm in Camden was the 
the first in 1973. It was soon followed by farms established across the 
Capital.

Local people took on derelict land by railway tracks, beside docks and 
in many unloved spaces still scarred after bombing during the war. 
They saw the value of bringing a bit of the countryside into their built 
up urban environments.

Over the past 50 years London's City Farms have become established 
voluntary organisations and charities which are deeply embedded in 
our communities, serving multiple generations of local people. 



Working Farms as well as Visitor Attractions
We grow fruit and vegetables; breed heritage livestock for eggs, meat and 
wool; coppice trees for timber and manage bee hives for honey. We 
demonstrate and teach a variety of farming, growing and land management 
practices on a very small scale. Our produce is used for education and 
community programmes, and sold at the farm gate. 

Diversification and innovation are important aspects of running a farm. 
From provision of affordable workspaces to compost and manure 
production, from small animal boarding to monthly music festivals, and 
from farmers markets to renewable energy generation, London's City 
Farms evolve and adapt to make the best use of the land and resources 
available to us.



Social engagement for all ages and abilities 
Social welfare is at the heart of our work.  City Farms provide spaces 
where people can connect with animals, plants and each other.  
Through supported, hands-on farm activities, people benefit from 
improved physical and mental health and wellbeing, new learning 
opportunities and social engagement. City Farms deliver on all of the 
'5 ways to wellbeing', researched and developed by the New 
Economics Foundation, and championed by both the NHS and MIND. 

Our experienced staff deliver therapeutic and educational 
programmmes for people in need where they are welcomed, valued 
and belong.



An Important resource for Children and 
Families 
Free to enter and situated in built-up areas where many families have 
little or no outdoor space of their own, City Farms are often used as a 
back garden.  Local people visit weekly – some visit every day.

We offer a space where children can experience the farm animals 
they know from stories in real life, discover vegetables growing in the 
ground and explore nature.



•  Play sessions, family learning
and out of school hours
activities

• Early years, school and college
visits

• Work experience for secondary
school students and college
placements including veterinary
students

• Alternative provision for
children and young people who
cannot be in mainstream
schools

• Apprenticeships and NVQs in a
variety of subjects

Local Educational Facilities

London's City Farms work in 
partnership with schools, colleges 
and other education providers to 
deliver exciting experiences and 
opportunities which inspire 
learning.

Our educational programmes fulfill 
a wide range of curriculum 
requirements for all key stages.



Young City Farmers
Children and young people take an active role in City Farm life, learning 
learn to handle and care for farm animals - a unique opportunity in 
Central London.

Sharing in the responsibilities of running the farm improves self-
confidence, communication skills, and team work.

These transferable skills help prepare young people for further 
education, training and employment. Many Young City Farmers go on to 
careers in associated industries.



Careers in Farming and related fields

Former Young City Farmer, now a Farm Manager at Spitalfields City Farm.

Former Young City Farmer, now a year 5 student at University of 
Surrey School of Veterinary Medicine



Social Enterprise
We are run for social value, not financial profit, and welcome visitors at 
no charge.  Self-generated income from Social Enterprise supplements 
charitable donations and grants to cover overall running costs. We earn 
income through cafes, riding-lessons, hosting corporate teams, and 
venue hire in order to offer free and low cost social-care services to 
local people.

Social Enterprise projects are designed to also directly support our 
mission.  For example a farm shop or cafe may provide new training 
opportunities for young people; increase visitors' connection with the 
food we grow and reach more or different people to benefit from 
access to the farm. 



Environmental Conservation and Bio-Diversity 
As charitable stewards of urban green spaces, we prioritise our 
responsibility to model best practices in environmental management.  
We also provide opportunities for members of the community to learn 
how to protect the natural world through hands-on volunteering.

We use and demonstrate wildlife friendly growing methods and niche 
habitat creation and maintenance. We have ponds, pollinator gardens, 
grazed pasture and native hedgerows, forest gardens, heritage orchards 
and permaculture spaces.

Waste minimisation is embedded in our operations and we run 
recycling, upcycling and composting projects with local people. 

We model sustainable building and technologies such as water 
conservation and recapture systems, green roofing and generating our 
own renewable energy.



The Annual London Harvest Festival
Since 1998, we have come together every September at the London 
Harvest Festival, a livestock horticulture and home produce show 
for London's City Farms and Community Gardens 

The Festival is a fun celebration of our organisations' work, a chance 
for City Farmers to meet up, Farms to display their plants and 
produce and young people to demonstrate their animals and 
handling skills.

For the 2022 London Harvest Festival we will all be heading to 
Lambourne End Centre for Outdoor Learning and we would love to 
see you there.

If you are interested in attending, sponsoring or getting involved 
with the show please contact Rachel@londonharvestfestival.org.uk.



The future of London’s City Farms
City Farms will continue to provide important services to over half a 
million London residents each year, evolving to meet the changing 
needs of our communities.  As pressure on space and services in the 
Capital increase these green havens are more important than ever. 

The London City Farm & Community Gardens Association (charity # 
1123264) is administering a fundraising campaign to support our 12 
City Farms.    Please consider a donation, which will be split evenly 
amongst the Farms.

For more information about our 'Celebrate London's City Farms' 
campaign visit our website www.londonfarmsandgardens.org.uk



To make a gift to London’s 12 City Farms:
•  By donation portal: www.givey.com/

londoncityfarmsandcommunitygardensassociation

o you can reach the portal through our website
www.londonfarmsandgardens.org.uk

• By BACS transfer to our London City Farms & Community Gardens 
Association Cooperative Bank Account
Sort code: 089299. Account number: 65622559

• By cheque to London City Farms & Community Gardens 
Association. This can be posted c/o Calthorpe Community Gardens, 
274 Gray’s Inn Road, WC1X 8LH.

• Should you wish to make a regular commitment, please do so via a 
standing order with your bank, and let us know by email to 
Londoncfcg@gmail.com

All gifts are shared equally between London’s 12 City Farms and are 
distributed by the London City Farms & Community Gardens 
Association.  Charity #1123264

Thank you for your support!



Contact Us

Deen City Farm, SW19
Emma King, General Manager 
information@deencityfarm.co.uk 
020 8543 5300

Freightliners Farm, N7 
Liz McAllister, CEO
administration@freightlinersfarm.org.uk 
020 7609 0467

Hackney City Farm, E2
Chris Pounds, Farm Manager
farm@hackneycityfarm.co.uk
020 7729 6381

Kentish Town City Farm, NW5
Eira Gibson, Director
Eira@ktcityfarm.org.uk
020 7916 5421 

Lambourne End Centre 
   for Outdoor Learning, RM4
Rob Gayler,  CEO
info@lambourne-end.org.uk
020 8500 3047

Mudchute Park and Farm, 
    Isle of Dogs E14
Tom Davis, Farm Manager
farm@mudchute.org
020 3670 7515

Spitalfields City Farm, Tower Hamlets E1 
Philip Nichols, CEO
farm@spitalfieldscityfarm.org
020 7247 8762

Stepney City Farm, Tower Hamlets E1 
Clare Hawkins,  CEO
Clare@stepneycityfarm.org
020 7790 8204

Surrey Docks Farm, Southwark SE16
Gemma Hooper, Manager
Gemma@surreydocksfarm.org.uk
0207 231 1010

Vauxhall City Farm, Lambeth SE11
Monica Tyler, CEO
info@vauxhallcityfarm.org
0207 582 4204

Wellgate Communty Farm, 
   Barking & Dagenham RM5
Liz Webb, Farm Development Manager 
Liz@wellgatefarm.org 
01708 747850

Woodlands Farm Trust, Greenwich DA16 
David Jones, Farm Manager
David.jones@thewoodlandsfarmtrust.org 
020 8319 8900

We are usually out on the farm yard, so email is best.



Registered Charity no 1123264 & Company Limited by Guarantee no 62336320
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